lngenuity has been exerted in profoundly modifying its original construction by A. Baudelocque, nephew of the great accoucheur the same name, and by other Parisians. These modifications, especially as made by British obstetricians, have appeared to me, ?n theoretical grounds, to be most unsatisfactory, and to be incompatible with the fulfilment of the purpose for which the tool is used.
. .The forceps is an instrument for seizing the foetal head without injuring it, and with a view to dragging it. When it is applied, the accoucheur pulls by it; while the uterus, in pain, pushes.
-The cephalotribe is an instrument whose object is to crush, to weak, to bruise, to squash the foetal head as thoroughly as possible, seciindum artem. The base of the foetal skull is the largest, most solid, and most resisting part of the foetal head, after the operation craniotomy has been performed and the skull evacuated ; and it is to this part that the efforts of the operator are chiefly directed. *er the head is broken and bruised, the cephalotribe may be used to pull 5 but this use is merely secondary in importance, and is not an essential part of the function of the implement. in order to pull or extract the craniotomized head of a foetus, many instruments have been invented which would be applicable after cephalotripsy had been performed as well as after craniotomy.
J-hese are crotchets of various sorts. No doubt the cephalotribe will have great advantages if, in addition to its own proper work of crushing, it also supplants the crotchet; but, as already said, this is not its primary intention.
It is generally used as a crotchet or extracting instrument in certain classes of cases; but in the cases of greatest deformity in which it can be used, or in which delivery per vias naturales is advisable, it is recommended by Pajot to abstain from using it as a crotchet, and from using traction by any other instrument. The whole assistance given is afforded by cephalotripsy proper, accordlng to a certain plan which he has described.1
With a view to the study of the principles of construction of the cephalotribe, I shall compare Baudelocque's instrument, as modified in Paris, with the instrument that has been recently brought out in -Edinburgh. [ [DEC.
results of the yielding of the handles and of the blades; fourth, (Fig. 2) We now come to the consideration of the blades. In the longhandled instrument, the blades (a bf acf, Fig. 2 ) have a length of 10 inches from joint to point; in the short-handled (ab f, acf Fig. 1 When the long-handled instrument is closed as for being laid aside, the greatest distance between the external surfaces of the blades (b c, Fig. 2) is about 1^ inch. The same distance (b c, Fig. 1 The experiments on the foetal heads were the most interesting, and in some of them Dr Inglis and Mr Heelas assisted me. We used heads which Avere entire, and heads which had previously been perforated. The advantage of this latter condition was of course very slight in some of our experiments, compared with what Herscnt1 has shown it to be in actual practice. For in some of our experiments the brain had free egress from the cranium through the foramen magnum, the heads having been previously separated from the bodies. I do not give in detail these experiments. In all of them the superiority of the French instrument over the other was superabundantly plain. It was worked much more easily. It crushed the heads much more completely, reducing the diameter of the head acted on to much smaller dimensions than the other could be forced to do. The blades were applied over the ends of the biparietal diameters of the heads, and with the points over or a little beyond the bases of the skulls. The following measurements show the greatest distances of the internal edges of the blades when the screws were worked home?that is, when they were doing all they could be made to do. 
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The construction and the working of the short-handled cephalotribe ( Fig. 1 Figure 4 shows the author's modification of the French cephalotribe. Fig. 4) which it permeates, to facilitate the complete locking of the instrument and placing of the screw.
I have broadened the handles while greatly thinning them, and strengthened (without increase of weight) the lower portions of the blades?so that my instrument, though lighter than the French one, is probably quite as strong.
My specimen of the French cephalotribe weighs 4 lbs. 1 oz. My own instrument weighs 3 lbs. 5 oz.
